
The Course and Character of the 
War, Part II
I. US Involvement in WWI

A. Originally neutral
B. In 1914, US President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed 

neutrality and the American populace supported this
1. “He kept us out of war” slogan for the 1916 presidential 

election.
2. US moved to consolidate power over the Western 

Hemisphere.
3. USA used the war as an economic opportunity

a) Taking over European markets
b) Increasing trade with belligerents on both sides

C. Trade was impeded by naval blockades & u-boat attacks 
1. U-Boat attacks threatened lives and goods
2. British mines only threatened goods

D. May 6, 1915, sinking of the Lusitania in which over 100 
US Citizens were killed.  

1. Germany pressured by the to cease unrestricted submarine 
warfare which , but they would, in fact, continue.

a) By June 1916, the Sussex, an unarmed Channel steamer 
was sunk

b) Sussex Pledge
(1) Issued by Germany to the US hoping to keep the US from breaking 

diplomatic relations
(2) 1) Passenger Ships would not be sunk, 2) Merchant ships only sunk when 

they had arms abourd 3) Lives aboard merchant ships would be accounted 
for

2. In 1917, the Germans felt that unrestricted submarine 
warfare, while possibly bringing the Americans into the fight, 
might actually lead to a faster end to the war.

E. Zimmermann Telegram



1. Germans sent a telegram to their Mexican ambassador 
offeringan alliance to recover the American southwest.

2. Intercepted by the British and handed to the Americans
F. Public sentiment begins to turn against the Germans.
G. US declared war on April 6, 1917

1. Resumption of USW and the Zimmermann Telegram two 
causus belli

2. Initially little impact.  Once resources and manpower became 
available, the balance was tipped on the Western Front.

3. Immediate support came through credit and loans.
4. The Army was limited

a) Only 378,000 troops when war was declared.
b) Conscription was introduced in May 1917, by November 

1918, 4.8 million in service.
c) Training and transport took time. 

5. Ultimately, the added manpower and access to American 
resources turned the tide of battle.


