
The Military and Diplomatic Role of Brazil in the Second World War 

I. The Good Neighbor Policy already established by FDR in the 1930s did not guarantee that any 
Latin American nation would join the USA in the fight against Japan and Germany. 

II. Roosevelt worked to persuade Brazilian President Getulio Varas to commit troops to the war. 
a. Promise of a stronger post-war position 
b. Vargas hoped to remain neutral as joining the European war might leave them 

defenseless against Argentina. 
i. Brazil and Argentina were in competition for supremacy in Latin America 

c. 1930s actually brought Germany and Brazil closer together 
i. Trade increased with Germany becoming Brazil's second most important trading 

partner. 
d. After the war began, Vargas took the "Pendulum Policy" taking what he could from 

either belligerent. 
e. Naval War in the Atlantic was crippling Brazilian exports to Germany while exports to 

Britain and US grew 
f. Relationship with Germany further hurt when Germany announced the 'Atlantic 

Blockade' and vowed to sink any ship trading with the UK. 
i. Brazil broke diplomatic relations with Germany in January 1942 

ii. US increased Lend-Lease aid to Brazil 
iii. May 1942, US-Brazil agree to exchange military equipment for raw materials. 

III. Brazilian entry into the war 
a. With increased U-Boat activity, Brazil lost more merchant chips pushing public opinion 

to joining the allies. 
b. Vargas, looking to increased Brazil's standing in the World and Latin America, agreed to 

enter the war against Germany. 
i. War declared on August 22, 1942. 

ii. US would be responsible for defending the Coastline while establishing Air and 
Naval bases. 

1. Aid to the North African campaign 
c. Brazilian Expeditionary Force 

i. Only Latin American nation to send army into Combat in WWII. 
ii. 1944, BEF sent to Italy and fought with US troops in the Italian campaign. 

IV. Mexico and the War 
a. German U-Boat attacks against Mexican shipping pushed Mexico to declare war on the 

Axis in June 1942 
i. US offered Lend-Lease aid building up the Mexican military in return for raw 

materials like oil, mercury, and copper 
1. Could be transported over land, avoiding the U-Boat risk 

b. No involvement of Mexican army 
c. Mexican Air Force did serve in the Philippines in 1945. 


