
2.5: German Expansion, 1938-1940 

 

I. Ansculuß 
a. Germany in a far stronger position with respect to Austria in 1938 than they were in 

1934 
b. 1936: Austro-German Agreement 

i. Germany reaffirms Austrian independence 
ii. Neither nation would interfere in the other's internal affairs 

iii. Austria would conduct foreign policy consistent with being a 'German State' 
iv. Austrian Nazis given a prominent role in the government 

c. In 1938, political violence perpetrated by Austrian Nazis leads Chancellor Kurt 
Schuschnigg to request a meeting with Hitler 

i. Following hours of attacks, Schuschnigg agrees to Hitler's demands 
1. Release of pro-Nazi agitators from Austrian prisons 
2. Lifting a ban on the Nazi Party 
3. Appointment of Nazis into the government 
4. Assimilation of the German/Austrian economies 

ii. Failure to meet these demands would result in a German Invasion 
d. Schuschnigg called for a plebiscite on Austrian independence 

i. Public support could offer him justification to break from his agreement with 
Hitler 

e. Hitler circumvented the vote with a mobilization of the army 
f. With no opposition from Italy, Britain or France, Schuschnigg resigned and Hitler 

marched into Austria on 12 March 1938 
g. The Plebiscite would be held in April with 99% supporting Anschluß. 

II. The Sudetenland Crisis 
a. Following Anschluß, Hitler turned his attention to Czechoslovakia 

i. Slavic untermenschen in Hitler's view 
ii. Many Czechs had resisted Austrian rule in the Empire 

iii. Czechoslovakia was a growing economic and military power 
iv. Many ethnic Germans in the nation 
v. Strong Supporter of the League of Nations and ally to France and Russia 

b. Sudetenland 
i. Mountainous, resource rich region of Czechoslovakia given to the new country 

after WWI to create a strong frontier (border) and economic prosperity 
1. 3.5 Million Sudeten Germans who resented the new Czech government 

and their minority status 
2. The Great Depression exacerbated their grievances. 

ii. Sudeten German leader Konrad Heinlein and his Sudeten German Party was 
supported by Nazi Germany 

1. In April 1938, Heinlein demanded political autonomy for the 
Sudetenland region. 

iii. May Crisis, 1938 



1. 20 May, rumors of German mobilization of their Army at the Czech 
border led to Czech military preparations.  Britain and France warned 
against German action. 

2. Rumors were unfounded and Hitler had to inform Britain and france as 
such.  Tis was embarrassing to Hitler. 

iv. Sudeten Germans escalated their resistance to the Czech government. 
v. 5 September, Czech President agreed to Sudeten demands but Hitler told 

Heinlein to reject the offer while German propaganda displayed supposed Anti-
german Czech behavior. 

vi. Escalating violence led the Czech government to declare martial law in the 
region. 

vii. British PM Neville Chamberlain, hoping to avoid a general war, met with Hitler 
three times to try to make a deal over the Sudetenland 

1. Bergtesgarden, 15 September 1938 
a. Majority Sudeten German lands to be transferred to Germany.  

French and Czechs ultimately agreed to this. 
2. Godesberg, 22 September 1938 

a. Despite the agreement, Hitler was furious as his pretext for war 
was lost. 

b. Now Hitler demanded that other Ethnic minorities in 
Czechoslovakia gain concessions and that Germany should be 
allowed to militarily occupy all of the sudetenland 

c. Czechs rejected these terms and Frances said they'd support 
Czechoslovakia. 

3. Munich, 29 September 1938 
a. Hitler agreed to another conference as it seemed that war was 

inevitable and his Generals did not believe Germany was 
prepared for war. 

b. Czechoslovakia and USSR Not invited 
c. The Munich Pact 

i. German Occupation of Sudetenland on October 1 
ii. International commission to determine new borders 

with Plebiscites in disputed territories 
iii. Czechs could leave and Germans could join the 

Sudetenland region 
iv. Poland would gain territory 
v. Hungary would gain territory 

vi. 4 Powers would guarantee independence of the rest of 
Czechoslovakia 

d. Czechoslovakia and USSR Not invited 
e. If they resisted, they would get no aid from Britain and France. 
f. Chamberlain and Hitler also signed the Anglo-German 

Declaration: international disputes solved through consultation 
i. "Peace in our time" 



g. As early as 21 October, Hitler called for "the liquidation of the 
remainder of the Czech state" 

III. Liquidation of Czechoslovakia 
a. Tremendous losses for Czechoslovakia 

i. 70% of heavy industry 
ii. 1/3 of population 

iii. Loss of natural defenses and Sudetenland fortifications 
b. Hitler encouraged Slovakian independence 

i. As the Czech President moved troops to quell Slovak disturbances, some 
Slovakians proclaimed independence and asked Germany for protection. 

c. 15 March 1939, German troops occupied the remainder of Czechoslovakia 
i. British policy towards Germany changes: assurances by Nazi leadership can not 

be relied on. 
IV. German Expansion into Poland 

a. Poland was a new state following the Treaty of Versailles made up party by German 
territory with the Polish Corridor bisecting the German state and the city of Danzig as an 
international 'free city' run by the League 

b. After the occupation of Czechoslovakia, Germany proposed that Danzig should be 
returned to Germany along with direct German rail links to East Prussia 

c. Poland refused 
d. In March 1939, Germany asked Lithuania to hand the port city of Memel with its sizable 

German population to Germany 
i. Unable to resist Germany, the Lithuanians conceded. 

e. Seeing the inevitability of Poland being invaded by Germany, on 30 March, Britain and 
France offered a guarantee of security to Poland 

f. Two days later, Germany ended the 1934 Non-Aggression Pact with Poland 
g. Operation White-the German invasion of Poland was planned. 
h. Pact of Steel-22 May 1939 

i. Germany and Italy, both seeing Britain and France as a possible impediment to 
their expansion signed the agreement to come to each others' aid if hostilities 
broke out 

i. Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact-24 August 1939 
i. Both Germany and Britain and France courted the USSR in the Summer of 1939. 

ii. Mutual distrust between the USSR and Britain and France prevented any 
agreement while Stalin was able to work out an agreement with Germany 

1. Neutrality should the other party be at war 
2. Dividing Northern and Eastern Europe in to Soviet and German spheres 

of influence with Poland divided between the two powers 
iii. Benefits to Hitler 

1. Avoid a two Front conflict 
2. Clear the way to Poland 
3. Resources from USSR 

iv. Benefits to Stalin 



1. Keep the USSR out of a wider European War-important with the 
Japanese problem in the East 

2. Hopes that Germany and the West would weaken eachother in a war, 
leaving the USSR a sole power 

3. Territory gains & Trade with Germany 
j. 25 August 1939, Poland and Britain signed a full military alliance 
k. Mussolini, not ready for war, attempted to organize a conference to resolve the crisis, 

but Hitler was not willing to wait. 
l. 31 August: Germany claimed a wireless station near the Polish border was attacked by 

Poles 
i. Actually German SS soldiers dressed in Polish Uniforms with murdered bodies of 

criminals in Polish uniforms left behind; this became the immediate Casus Belli 
m. 1 September: German troops invaded Poland while the Luftwaffe bombed the capital at 

Warsaw. 


