
2.1, Part 2 

 

I. The consolidation of Mussolin'is power 
a. Mussolini as Prime Minister originally shared power with other parties 

i. Fascists only held 4/12 ministers within the government 
b. Consolidation 

i. November 1922: New government receives a vote of confidence and approved 
emergency powers to reform administration and taxes 

ii. February 1923: Nationalists join the Fascist Party 
iii. July 1923: Acerbo Law was passed 

1. The Party with the most votes in an election would receive 2/3 of 
parliamentary seats 

iv. April 1924, With elections marred by intimidation and violence,Fascists grow in 
parliament from 7% to 66%.   

v. May 1924, Liberal Giacomo Matteotti speaks out against fascist violence.  He is 
murdered 11 days later 

vi. January 1925: Mussolini takes responsibility for fascist violence while he 
proclaims himself Il Duce: His Excellency Benito Mussolini, Head of Government, 
Duke of Fascism.  

vii. December 1925: Law on Powers of Head of Government passed, giving 
Mussolini supreme executive powers; only to be removed by the king. 

1. Political parties and trade unions banned 
2. Press controlled by government 
3. Elected officials replaced with appointments 

viii. 1926-1927: Organization of the fascist police state 
1. Secret police: OVRA 
2. Trials without juries 
3. Death penalty expanded to actions against government authority. 

ix. Young men began to be mobilized into a fascist youth movement 
c. Limits to totalitarian rule 

i. King and vatican still had some authority in Italy 
II. Mussolini's foreign policy 

a. Goals 
i. Increase national pride 

ii. Revise war settlements 
iii. Dominate the Balkans 
iv. Dominate the Mediterranean 
v. Build an Empire 

1. Spazio Vitale (Living Space)  
2. Expand in Africa 

vi. Foster the spread of fascism in other nations 
b. Methods 

i. Goal to Improve Italian Economic conditions 



1. Development of the Corporate State 
a. All workers and employers work towards the good of the state 

i. Class divisions to be eliminated 
b. Corporations strictly regulated by the government 

2. Land and economic reform ultimately failed to make Italy an economic 
power, hampering aggressive foreign policy 

c. Actions 
i. Balkans and the Corfu Affair 

1. 1923, Italy invaded the Italian island of Corfu after an Italian official was 
killed in Greece 

2. LoN condemned the action and demanded withdrawal 
a. After Britain threated to use its Navy, Italy withdrew 
b. At this point, Italy was weak in the face of the great powers 

ii. 1924, Italy seized the disputed Yugoslavian port of Fiume 
iii. Treaty of Friendship between Albania and Italy in 1924 ultimately making 

Albania a protectorate of Italy 
1. This escalated tensions and a rivalry with France as Yugoslavia was a 

part of a French supported "Little Entente" with Romania and 
Czechoslovakia 

a. Mutual claims on territories in the Mediterranean 
b. Envious of French North African colonies 
c. Wanted to dominate the Adriatic though France had influence 

in the Balkans 
iv. Despite this, Mussolini was not prepared for Great Power conflict and he was an 

active Participant at the Locarno Conference 
1. "Spirit of Locarno" 
2. Confirmation of Western European borders with Eastern borders up for 

future negotiations 
v. Kellogg-Briand Pact 

1. Italy among 60 signatories 
vi. Despite these aggrements, Italy still funded Right-Wing movements in Germany 

& agreed to train German pilots in Italy in violation of the Treaty of Versailles 
vii. Empire and Military building 

1. Supported independence movements in French Morocco 
2. Violent suppression of revolts in Libya 
3. Despite disarmament treaties; he promised his parliament he would 

build an Air Force that would "blot out the sun" 
4. Weaker economy of the 1930s and the rise of Adolf Hitler in Germany 

pushed Mussolini to be even more aggressive 


