
1.3 Notes 

 

I. International Response to the Manchurian Crisis 
a. The attempts at global collective security of the 1920s were failing 

i. League of Nations 
1. No military or economic enforcement without consensus from League 

members 
2. USA not a member of the League 

ii. Kellogg-Briand Pact 
1. 1929, signatories agreed to not use war as a means of solving 

international disputes 
2. No enforcement 

b. League actions following the Mukden Incident and Manchurian crisis 
i. Following the Mukden incident, China appealed to the League 

ii. The League held meetings on the situation 
1. Japan was included on the meetings even while their military continued 

to expand in Manchuria defying a league order to withdraw to the 
southern Railway zone. 

iii. The League sent a fact finding misson (at the request of the Japanese) led by Brit 
Lord Lytton to Manchuria 

1. Several months to organize and complete its report 
a. Manchukuo was declared prior to the release of the report 

2. One year after the Mukden incident the commission issued its report 
a. Japan had special interests in Manchuria but its use of force was 

unacceptable and unjustified 
b. Japan should give up territory and withdraw its forces 
c. Manchukuo was not an independent state 
d. Problem could only be solved through Sino-Japanese 

cooperation 
3. Japan did not accept the report and in March 1933, withdrew from the 

League in protest. 
iv. Why no other action 

1. No one wanted war in the region 
2. No one would 'go it alone' 
3. Economic concerns were more pressing 

a. Japan was an important trading partner with many League 
powers 

4. US not compelled to support League action 
c. Chinese response to Japan's actions 

i. Jiang Jieshi's focus on the civil war with the communists cost him some support 
in China 

ii. December 1936, Jiang was kidnapped by troops of Manchurian warlord Zhang 
Xue-liang (Son of Zhang Zuolin) 



1. Zhang felt that Jiang should be focusing attention on the Japanese 
2. Jiang was released following an agreement with CCP to form a joint 

alliance against the Japanese, creating the Second United Front 
a. Civil War replaced by a war of national resistance 

iii. Wider war with Japan following the Marco Polo Bridge Incident 
1. While it went poorly for the Chinese, it drew the Japanese into a far 

large war than they were originally planning to finght. 
iv. Some Chinese, seeing a future Japanese victory, sided with Japan. 

1. Wang Jingwei, former GMD rival of Jiang, agreed to lead the "new 
government of China" recognized by Manchukuo and the Axis  

d. US Response 
i. US main foreign policy during the 1930s was that of isolationism 

1. WWI was used as a discouragement to future involvement in 
international wars 

2. Strengthened by the economic depression 
ii. US interests not seen as directly threatened with the Manchurian crisis 

iii. US trade with Japan was greater than that with China 
iv. Non-Recognition Doctrine, or the Stimson Doctrine 

1. Secretary of State Henry Stimson stated that the US would not 
recognize any agreement that violated China's territorial integrity or 
violated international law or the Kellogg Briand Pact 

a. Upheld the law while not committing the US to action. 
v. After 1937, Japan's continued aggression was seen as a threat to US interestes 

by some, including President Franklin Roosevelt 
1. Financial aid offered to China 
2. Restrained by Neutrality Acts 

a. A series of US laws designed to keep the US out of foreign wars. 
vi. The Panay Incident threatened to get the US involved 

1. US gunboat escorting American oil tankers on the Yangtze river was 
bombed and sunk by Japanese aircraft on 12/12/37 

a. Japan immediately apologized and offered compensation 
vii. Public support strongly behind continued isolationism and the US continued 

trade with Japan 
viii. With war in China, by 1938, Roosevelt began to circumvent the Neutrality Acts 

(the war was not a declared war) and offered financial support to China 
1. Didn't want to see Japan OR Communists ultimately control China 

ix. January 1939: Moral Embargo 
1. Planes and aviation parts sales to Japan ceased with other embargos to 

follow 
x. Summer 1941, along with greater financial aid, the US sent 100 P-40 fighter 

planes to China 
xi. July 1941, freezing of Japanese assets in the US followed by a trade embargo (oil 

included)  



xii. Following the Pearl Harbor attack the US public was strongly supportive of 
entering into War with Japan 

 

 


