
Peoples at War 
I. Economies and Societies at War 

A. Germany 
1. Early success allowed Germany to avoid placing burdens 

on the populace, but this changed with the the difficulties 
the armies faced by 1942. 

2. 1942, Albert Speer was appointed as Minister of War 
Production and the war economy increased. 
a) Older men and women (previously women in the 

workforce were ideologically frowned upon) mobilized 
for war work in 1943 

b) 1944, full wage and price controls and rationing 
introduced.  Civilian economy became a war economy. 

c) Foreign labor reserves-volunteer and forced- (from 
conquest) filled in gaps in civilian populations. 

3. Germany still dealt with problems of a smaller population, 
lack of natural resources to maintain the war effort. 

4. German society did not experience the same levels of 
deprivation and desperation as WWI. 
a) No mass uprisings or mutinies, limited popular 

discontent 
b) Small plots to kill Hitler were unsuccessful and did not 

lead to larger attempts of coups. 
c) Largely due to the Ministry of Propaganda under 

Joseph Goebbels. 

B. Italy 
1. More popular discontent than in Germany due to the 

unsuccessful nature of the Italian war effort. 



2. Lack of natural resources imposed severe limits on 
production, little control over industrial production. 

3. Massive inflation following the printing of more Lire to 
fund the war effort. 

4. Rationing efforts failed. 
5. Popular discontent matched the allied invasion and 

eventually led to the ouster of Mussolini. 

C. USSR 
1. Massive loss of land/resources to the Germans in the early 

part of the war  
a) Still, however, had a huge resource base and they could 

maintain and even increase production. 
b) Industrial production would quickly be moved to the 

East of Moscow-beyond German reach to continue 
production. 

2. Allied assistance via Lend-Lease helped as well 
3. Food production and consumer goods plummeted 

a) Massive rationing and ultimately, starvation of the 
civilian population. 

4. Entire population-women certainly (as per Communist 
ideology) included, working towards the war effort in 
industry and in combat. 

5. State security apparatus (NKVD) quelled internal 
dissension. 

D. Great Britain 
1. Able to draw on empire, but still reached their limits early 

on in the war. 
a) U-Boats hampered shipments 



2. Receipt of aid Aid from US/Lend Lease 
3. Civilian population regulated through rationing.  Labor 

mobilized for war. 
4. Propaganda mobilized to support the war effort. 

a) Relatively easy as Britain experienced the Blitz on its 
homefront. 

5. Government never needed to be as harsh as Germany or 
Soviet armies. 

E. US 
1. Most successful of the war economies 

a) High pre-war unemployment and economic 
underproduction provided plenty of workers and plants 

2. Massive production of all war products. 
3. Some rationing (fuel) but wages and standards of living 

actually rose through the course of the war. 
4. Demand for labor drove women into the workforce. 

a) Rosie the Riveter. 
5. New earnings pushed towards the purchase of war bonds, 

limiting the impact of inflation. 
6. Generally high morale. 

II. Barbarism and the holocaust 
A. Industrial might and ideology led to unprecedented 

barbarism during the war.  Especially on the Eastern 
front. 

B. Military ‘necessity’ eroded civilian noncombatant 
status on both sides 



C. Resistance to German occupation met often with 
wholesale destruction of villages. 

D. Racial and political ideology drove much of the 
behavior in the East. 
1. Slavic peoples inferior in Hitler’s worldview. 
2. Soviet state based on political philosophy not racial 

ideology 
3. More ‘advanced’ populations (Czechs) were initially 

spared much of the most harsh treatment (Poles) 

E. Holocaust 
1. Begun as not dramatically different from earlier actions 

against Jews (Russian Pogroms) 
2. Special Einsatzgruppen followed armies into occupied 

territories to eliminate Jewish Populations 
3. This evolved in 1942  into the ‘Final Solution’ the 

systematic mass extermination of European Jewry. 

III. Collaboration & Resistance 
A. Collaboration-working with the Occupying Nazi forces 

1. Occurred throughout the Nazi empire, sometimes as a 
resistance to Soviet Rule, sometimes just based on the 
belief of ‘sticking with the winner’ (France) 

B. Resistance 
1. To some degree, existed in all areas of the Nazi empire, 

more prominently in the East 
a) Eastern war more brutal/indiscriminate than in the West 

2. Aided by allied organizations. 



a) US OSS (office of strategic services), evolved into the 
CIA 


