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2.	What	do	you	understand

by	the	term	"total	war"?

	Explain	in	what	ways	one

twentieth	century	war	could

be	called	a	total	war.

Social	characteristics:	-A	total

war	does	not	only	involve	soldiers

but	civilians	as	well	both	in	the

areas	of	fighting	and	on	the	home

front.	-Recruitment	of	women

into	male-dominated	work	places

(such	as	industry	during	the

WW1)	in	order	to	keep	up	with	the

needs	of	the	soldiers.

Economical	characteristics:	-The

"civilian"	economy	of	the	nation	is

reconstructed	to	a	war	economy.

This	could	involve	rationing	of

various	goods	for	civilians	in

order	to	supply	the	soldiers

fighting	the	war.	-Focus	of

industry	is	shifted	from	consumer
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goods	to	war	goods.

Military	characteristics:	-

Conscription	enforced	to	raise

and	mobilize	a	massive	army	-

Relentless	intensity	and	vast	scale

of	war	-Massive	destruction	and

high	casualty	rates	-Use	all

weapons	at	their	disposal	in	order

to	fight	the	enemy,	biochemical

weapons	as	well	as	weapons	of

mass	destruction	-Aim	to	destroy

other	opponents

Political	characteristics:	-Power	is

centralized.	-The	state	becomes

more	interventionist	and	passes

decrees	in	order	to	control

economy/society	and	gear	them

for	war.	-Use	of	propaganda	to

encourage	involvement	in	the	war

on	the	home	front	and	reinforce

nationalistic	feelings	by

demonizing	the	enemy.

World	War	I

-No	Restrictions	in	terms	of

weapons	use	(Ex:	Unrestricted

Submarine	Warfare)

-Propaganda	(Liberty	Burger)

World	War	II



Japan:

-Bombing	of	civilian	center	at

Pearl	Harbor

-Rape	of	Nanking

Great	Britain:

-Battle	of	Britain	-	Civilian

populations	centers	attacked

-London	Blitz	(Bombing	of

London	every	night)

-Drop	leaflets	over	civilian

populations	in	Germany	to

convince	them	to	overthrow	their

government

-Using	scientists	(Ex:	Bletchley

Park)

United	States:

-Mass	production	of	war	material

-Women	came	into	work	force

-Assisted	Allies	with	weapons

-Use	of	nuclear	warfare	and

incendiary	bombs	on	civilian

populations

Russia:

-Women	fight	in	army	and	work

in	factories



Germany:

-Holocaust	(Mass	Civilian

Deaths)

-Increasing	age	range	for

conscription
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To	what	extent	did

militarism	contribute	to	the

origins	of	the	First	World

War	(1914-1918)	and	the

Second	World	War	(1939-

1945)

militarism	is	the	belief,	or	desire,

of	the	government,	or	people,	that

a	country	should	maintain	a

strong	military	capability	and	be

prepared	to	use	it	aggressively	to

defend	or	promote	national

interests

WWI:

-	Ultimatums	given	such	little

time	for	response	(ex.	Germany

ordering	Russia's	demobilization-

12	hour	ultimatum),	questionable

whether	they	were	an	attempt	to

stop	war	or	an	effort	to	incite	it

-	Peace	time	war	plans,



assumption	fighting	would

happen/should	happen

-	Idea	that	fighting	was	good	for

nation	was	still	prominent

-	weeded	out	weak

-	wars	were	short	therefore	not
a	big	deal

-	All	fighting	was	to	defend	home

fronts	or	for	nation	interests	(see

definition)

-	Arms	Race:	trying	to	build	the

newest,	most	effective	weapons

before	the	other	countries

-	by	building	up	military,
country	became	perceived	as	a
threat,	which	led	other	nations
to	increase	their	military

-	led	to	development	of	chemical	warfare,

tanks,	submarine,	and	airplanes	as	an	aerial

weapons	(during	the	war)

-	Sydney	Fay:	militarism,	alliance

system,	imperialism,	nationalism

(M.A.I.N.)

-	Alliance	systems	(A)	became
militaristic	in	nature	adding	to
power	of	the	nations

WWII:

-	Germany!

-	After	Versailles,	Germany



was	forced	to	demilitarize	the
army	and	navy
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6)	Examine	the	reasons	for

the	failure	of	collective

security	before	the	second

World	War	(1939-1945).

Laith,	Collin,	Rakesh,	Aaron,	and

Mack

Examine	the	reason	for	the

failure	of	collective	security

before	the	Second	World	War.

What	is	collective	security?	The

cooperation	of	several	countries

in	an	alliance	to	strengthen	the

security	of	each.

·		Attempts	at	collective	security

o		Locarno	Treaty-	Germany's

western	borders	were	agreed

upon-	1925

o		Kellogg-Briand	Pact-	War

wouldn't	be	used	as	a	solution	for

disputes-	1928

League	of	Nations:

The	US	wasn’t	allowed	to	join

because	the	senate	voted	it	down.

Appeasement	Policies



§		Assumption	that	if	we	give	a

country	a	little	bit	they	will	stop

there	and	they	would	avoid	war.

§		allowed	aggressive	nations

(particularly	Germany)	to

continue	aggressive	policies

§		Weakness	of	League	of	Nations

§		-no	ability	to	enforce	their

whims

§		-	was	tasked	with	enforcing

collective	security,	but	had	no

military	ability	to	enforce	this

security

o		Disarmament	Conference

1932-	An	effort	by	member	states

of	theLeague	of	Nations,	together

with	theU.S.and	theUnited

Kingdom,	to	actualize

theideologyofdisarmament.	It

took	place	in	theSwisscity

ofGeneva,	ostensibly	between

1932	and	1934,	but	more

correctly	until	May	1937.

§		The	first	effort	at	international

arms	limitation	was	made	at

theHague	Conferencesof	1899

and	1907,	which	had	failed	in

their	primary	objective.	Although



many	contemporary

commentators	(and	Article	231	of

the	Treaty	of	Versailles)	had

blamed	the	outbreak	of	theFirst

World	Waron	the	"war	guilt"	of

Germany

·		Failures

o		Japan	invades	Manchuria,

League	of	Nations	condemns

actions,	Japan	leave-	1931

o		Germany	leaves	League	of

Nations	as	he	rebuilds	military-

1933

o		Fascist	Italy	invaded	Ethiopia-

1935

o		Anglo-German	Naval	Pact-

Britain	allows	Germany	to	have	a

navy	one-third	the	size	of	Britains

1935

o		Remilitarization	of	Rhineland-

1936

o	Anti-Communist	Pact-

Germany	and	Japan	would

defend	each	other	if	Soviet	Union

attacked	either-	1936

~swag/versace~



WADOBBIE	
NOVEMBER	15,

2013

1)	Select	2	causes	of	World

War	2	and	show	how	and

why	they	led	to	war	in	1939.	

Militaristic	Aggression

(Expansionism)

-Japan	and	the	Manchurian	Crisis

-German	National	Socialist	Party

(Nazism)

	-Abyssinian	Crisis

-Invasion	of	Poland

Treaty	of	Versailles-	Went	Against

Treaty

-Germany	stop	paying

reparations

-Hitler’s	rearmament

League	Of	Nations

-No	army	leads	to	no	enforcement

of	law

-Countries	left

1)	Italy	leaves	1937

Appeasement

-Chamberlain’s	response	to

Germany’s	request	for

lebensraum

Treaties



-Locarno	treaty	(1925)

-Kellogg-Briand	Pact	(1928)

-Munich	Pact	(1938)

League	of	Nations'	lack	of

response	to	aggressive	powers

-Reprimanded	but	not	punished

-Italy

1)	Abyssinian	Crisis	(1935)

-Japan

1)	Manchurian	Crisis	(1931)

2)	Invasion	of	Mainland	China

	-Germany	(National	Socialist

Party)

1)	Reoccupation	of	Rhineland

	2)	Anchluss

3)	Sudentenland

Great	Depression

-	Japan	and	Tariffs

Exhausted	from	World	War	I

Hitler	becomes	chancellor	(1933)

-	Nazi	radicalism

Hossbach	Memorandum

-lebensraum	&	greater

GERMANY

-US	embargo
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4.	"Those	who	can	win	a	war

well	can	rarely	make	a	good

peace."	Select	one	peace

treaty	and	by	examining	its

clauses,	explain	how	the

winners	treated	the	losers,

and	if	you	agree	with	the

quotation.

-Peace	Treaty	with	Germany

-Created	by	France,	Britain,	and

Italy,	and	the	U.S	without	the

presence	of	a

representative	from	Germany	or

Russia.

-Winners	of	the	war	were	France,

Britain,	US	and	Italy.	The	losing

powers	were	primarily

Germany	along	with	Austria

Hungary	and	Ottoman	Empire.

-Germany's	navy	was	taken	away

and	its	army	was	limited

(100,000	men).

-Had	to	give	up	territory,	such	as

Alsace-Lorraine	and	any	colonial

holdings

-German	land	used	to	make

Poland	&	Czechoslovakia

-Separated	from	Prussia	w/



Polish	Corridor

-Article	231–War	Guilt	Clause:

Directly	blamed	Germany	and	its

allies	for	initiating	the

war	and	the	damages	done	by	it.

-Article	248	and	249	–	They	had

to	pay	war	reparations	(mostly	to

France).	

-Germany	could	not	form	a

political	alliance	with	Austria-

Hungary

-The	Allies	occupied	the

Rhineland	for	15	years	in

accordance	to	the	French	Plan

XIV.

-Saar	region	coal	goes	to	France

for	15	years

Treatment:

-Some	historians	argue	that	if	the

terms	were	more	harsh,	as

France	wanted,	that

Germany	wouldn't	be	able	to	rise

again;	Britain	and	the	US	didn't

allow	the

terms	to	be	too	harsh	because

they	thought	that	Germany	could

have	been	a

potential	trading	partner.

-Others	argue	that	the	harsh

terms	led	to	Germany’s



predilection	for	WWII	

-France:	most	affected,	as

Western	Front	was	there,	so	they

want	Germany	to	suffer

(almost	to	the	point	of	breaking	it

up)

-Great	Britain	&	US	not	as

involved,	so	don't	want	such

harsh	punishments	(want	to

retain	Germany	as	a	trading

partner)

We	agree	with	the	quote,	because

the	peace	treaty	only	created

more	friction	between	Germany

and	other	nations	rather	than

peace,	and	another	World	War

occurred.

While	WWI	has	ended,	these

punishments	fuel	the	fire	for

WWII
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