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I. On the Homefront 

A. Far greater Government intrusions into daily-lives of 
citizens 
1. Britain 

a) Institution of “war socialism” 
b) Took over railways 
c) Raw materials for armaments factories 
d) Rationing of food 
e) Conscription into necessary industries 
f) Strikes made illegal 

2. US passage of the Espionage Act of 1917 
a) Essentially making not only support of enemy nations 

illegal, but also dissent against American policies. 

B. Extension of centralized government power 
1. All of the warring powers conscripted massive armies. 
2. In France, General Joffre was placed in command of the 

“War Zone” and the government fled to Bordeaux 
3. Britain-Lord Kitchener, head of the war office was beyond 

criticism 
4. In Germany, the military High Command ruled the nation, 

Hindenburg and Ludendorff were virtual dictators. 
5. In Austria, the Reichsrat was dissolved 

C. Propaganda and Censorship 
1. Attempts to drive America into the war 



2. Attempts to gain recruits in the war effort-often by 
dehumanizing the enemy. 

D. Women and the War 
1. The war brought a greater role in the workforce for women 

as the war required greater armaments production and the 
male workforce was depleted 
a) This would have a tremendous impact on the suffrage 

movement that gains steam in the post-war years. 

II. The War at Sea 
A. Each Britain and Germany attempted an economic 

blockade of their enemy-an example of economic 
warfare, another aspect of Total War 
1. Germany with U-Boats 
2. Britain with Mines 

B. Both Germany and Britain had built large surface fleets 
including Dreadnaught battleships.   

a) Britain-20, Germany 13. 
2. Germans sailed out of harbor on May 31, 1916 to engage 

in the Battle of Jutland-largest naval battle of WWI 
a) Brits lost 14 ships, Germans lost 11.  Outcome 

indecisive, Both sides claimed victory in the battle. 
(1) British supply routes remained open 

(2) Allies continued to blockade the Germans 

3. Overall, surface fleets were played a relatively small roll in 
the war 
a) Admirals were cautious so as to avoid a major defeat 



b) Mines, torpedoes and submarines proved a threat to the 
security of surface vessels 

C. German use of U-Boats were much more effective, but 
ultimately led to US entry. 
1. The institution of the Convoy System would begin to 

neutralized the impact of the U-Boats 

III. Air War 
A. Airplanes first used by both sides as reconnaissance 
B. Germans and British conducted small scale bombing 

raids on opponents 
C. Direct combat between fighter planes with 

improvements in gun-technology 
1. One of the most dangerous jobs of the war. 
2. Pilots, known as ‘Fighter Aces’ became war heroes and 

crucial in the propaganda fight. 
a) Germany-Baron von Richtoven (The Red Baron) 
b) US-Eddie Rickenbacker 

D. By the end of the War, Germany was conducting 
bombing runs over London to limited effect. 

IV. Other technologies of WWI & Their impact 
A. Tanks 

1. Developed initially by the Brits to transverse ‘No Man’s 
Land’  

2. First seeing action in the Battle of the Somme, the tank did 
not break through enemy trenches and ultimately had little 
impact on the outcome. 



B. Flamethrowers 
1. Developed in Germany and first used in WWI. Could 

neutralize enemy troops in trenches without destroying 
them.  First deployed at Verdun. 

2. Not a difference maker. 

C. Poison Gas 
1. Used by both sides, first deployed successfully by the 

Germans at Ypres in 1915. 

D. Tracer Bullets 
1. Allowed machine gunners to see where their shots were 

going 

E. Interrupter Gear 
1. Allowed machine guns to be placed on the nose of 

airplanes, to be fired between propeller blades 

F. Depth Charges 
1. Anti-submarine explosives 

G. Hydrophone 
1. Underwater microphones to listen for Submarines 

H. Aircraft Carrier 
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