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Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? by Edward Albee
An estranged couple consisting of George and Martha invite a college professor named Nick and his wife
Honey to their home. In addition to subjecting their guests through a series of strange games, they invent
a story about their fictional son, who is killed in a car accident. The play concludes with Nick and Honey
eventually tire of the broken couple's shenanigans leaving the home of their hosts in disgust.

The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams
At the center of the play is the Wingfield family, consisting of Laura, Amanda, and Tom. Amanda, the
matriarch of the family, wishes for Laura to have as many as suitors as she did in her youth, and she
pressures her son, Tom, into finding her a "gentleman caller." This leads Tom to bring in a co-worker
named Jim, though the attempt to find Laura a husband ends in failure.

The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde
Algernon Montcrieff has discovered that his friend Jack Worthing (who also goes by Ernest) has been
using two identities to mask his activity in the city and in the country. Algernon, interested in his friend's
country life and visits Jack's abode in the country, where he falls in love with Cecily, who he later marries.
The play ends with the revelation that Jack is Algernon's brother, which allows him to marry Gwendolyn.

A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams
Blanche DuBois, a Southern belle and former teacher moves in with her sister, Stella after a series of
traumatic incidents at her previous home. At her new home, she clashes with Stella's husband, the brutish
Stanley Kowalski. The play concludes with Stanley sending Blanche to a mental institution after she is
raped and traumatized by Stanley.

The Crucible by Arthur Miller
This play features a group of girls, headed by Abigail Williams, condemning the lives of innocent people by
accusing them of using witchcraft. Though they are met with resistance from characters such as John and
Elizabeth Proctor and Giles Corey, they succeed. Miller's play is criticism of McCarthyism using the setting
of the Salem witch trials as an allegory.

A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry
After the death of the patriarch, the Younger family (a black family) receives an insurance check for
$10,000. Each member of the family has his or her own opinion about how to make use of the money:
Mama (the matriarch) wishes to buy a house, Beneatha (the daughter) wants to use it to pay for medical
school, Walter (the son) wishes to invest it in a liquor store, and Ruth (Walter's wife) also wants to buy a
house. The Younger family eventually decides to move out of their apartment and buy a house, despite
discouragement from white neighbors.

Long Day's Journey into Night by Eugene O'Neill
This play concerns the hardships of the Tyrone family, consistinq of James (the patriarch), Mary (his wife),
and their sons Edmund and Jamie (or James Jr.). Each character is plagued with severe personal
problems, whether from financial or emotional hardships or thoughts of broken dreams. For instance, Mary
has a morphine addiction and failed dreams of being a pianist, James Sr. and James Jr. have drinking
problems, and Edmund is greatly ill.

Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett
Vladmir and Estragon are two characters have orders to wait for a mysterious figure named Godot, who
never appears in the play. The strange Pozzo and his servant Lucky greet them everyday during their
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wait. Their time waiting is filled with activities such as checking their boots and suggesting that they hang
themselves to each other.

The Jew of Malta by Christopher Marlowe
In the first parts of the play, Barabbas, a Jewish merchant, plots revenge against a Maltese governor, who
deprived him of his money, by using his daughter Abigail and slave Ithamore. Eventually, his daughter and
his slave among others decide to betray or conspire against him because of his selfishness and cruelty,
and he poisons them along with many other characters to protect himself. The play culminates with the
Maltese people boiling him in a cauldron.

Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw
A professor named Henry Higgins makes a bet with Colonel Pickering over whether or not he can
transform a girl on the streets into a well-mannered society girl. And so, the professor trains a girl named
Eliza Doolittle to act properly in public and showcases her at a ball. Eliza eventually becomes fed up with
the professor and decides to leave him and marry Freddy Einsford-Hill.

The Tempest by William Shakespeare
Prospera, former Duke of Milan. and his daughter Miranda have been stranded on an island for twelve
years because of the scheming of his brother Antonio and his accomplice Alonso. They are served by
Ariel and Caliban, a deformed monster and son of Sycorax, a witch who used to inhabit the island. At the
end, the villains are forced to the island by a storm, where Prospera forgives them and offers his
daughter's hand in marriage to Alonso's son, Ferdinand.

Macbeth by William Shakespeare
Fulfilling the prophecy of three witches. Macbeth kills Duncan, King of Scotland, to usurp the throne after
being coerced by his wife. His crime leaves him deeply disturbed and paranoid, resulting in him ordering
for the murder of his friend Banquo. His time on the throne is eventually cut short. however, when forces
led by Macduff and Malcolm kill him and reclaim the throne.

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare
Romeo Montague and Juliet Capulet are lovers from two families in the midst of a feud. Despite the feud,
Romeo being wanted for killing Juliet's cousin Tybalt, and Juliet's arranged marriage to a gentleman
named Paris, the two decide to secretly marry with the aid of Friar Lawrence. After a mishap involving a
sleeping poison, however, the two lovers commit suicide in a tomb, unable to be together.

Hamlet by William Shakespeare
After discovering that Claudius murdered his father, former King of Denmark, to usurp the throne, Hamlet
plots to reclaim his kingship. The play ends tragically when Hamlet is poisoned in a duel with Laertes, son
of Polonius, an event which also sees the poisoning of Laertes himself and Hamlet's mother Gertrude.
Hamlet manages to kill Claudius as Fortinbras, an invader from Norway arrives, leaving Hamlet's friend
Horatio as the only major character to survive this play, which contains other victims as Hamlet's lover
Ophelia and her father Polonius.

Othello by William Shakespeare
The titular character is a Moorish general in the Venetian army who is secretly married to a woman named
Desdemona, who is loved by Roderigo. lago, a man envious of Othello's position, plots a scheme in which
he fools Othello into thinking Desdemona is having an affair and manipulates Roderigo and his wife,
Emilia. His plot succeeds into fooling Othello. who smothers Desdemona with a pillow and commits
suicide afterwards when he learns the truth, though lago is apprehended in the conclusion.
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A Doll's House by Henrik Ibsen
Nora Helmer is the wife of Torvald, who treats her like a child. When Torvald discovers through some
letters that Nora had illegally been copying letters to pay a debt to Nils Krogstad, he becomes enraged
her. Though Nils Krogstad declares that he will not persecute either for any crimes, which satisfies
Torvald, Nora comes to realize that Torvald and she are strangers to each other and decides to leave him.

Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller
The central character of this play is an unhappy salesman named Willy Loman, who has a wife (Linda)
and two sons (Biff and Happy). Much of the play sees various arguments between members of the
dysfunctional Loman family and the sons eventually abandon their father at a restaurant after being fed up
with him. This, along with the other failures throughout his life, drive Willy to commit suicide by crashing
his car.

Oedipus Rex by Sophocles
In this play, Oedipus, a king married to Jocasta, wishes to find out who murdered the former king, Laius.
Despite the warnings of the prophet Tiresias, Oedipus discovers that Laius was his father and that it was
he who killed him. When the characters realize Jocasta is actually the mother of Oedipus, Jocasta hangs
herself and Oedipus stabs himself in the eyes, causing him to be blind.

Agamemnon by Aeschylus
The play begins with Agamemnon returning home to his palace and wife, Clytemnestra, who has been
plotting his murder because he sacrificed their daughter, Iphigenia. He brings with him a Trojan princess
named Cassandra, who is cursed by Apollo, as she was his former lover. The play ends with Cassandra's
death and Clytemnestra murdering Agamemnon with an axe, followed by the arrival of Clytemnestra's
lover, Aegisthus, who comes to take over.

The Clouds by Aristophanes
Strepsiades is deep in debt and thinks he can solve his problems by sending his son Pheidippides to a
school known as The Thinkery. The Thinkery is headed by Socrates and turns Pheidippides into a
disrespectful cynic. When Strepsiades discovers his son's transformation, he burns down The Thinkery.
The play's title refers to the costumes worn by the play's chorus.

The Iceman Cometh by Eugene O'Neill
The locale of the play is a saloon owned by Harry Hope, whose patrons include ex-anarchist Don Parritt,
the bitter Larry Slade, and Hickey, considered to be the life of the party. The play centers on the various
patrons of the saloon and their "pipe dreams." In the final act, Hickey reveals that he murdered his wife
and turns himself in to the police, prompting the suicide of Don Parritt. though the majority of the
characters continue on with festivities at the conclusion.

The Dumb Waiter by Harold Pinter
The principal characters of this play are Ben and Gus, two hit-men in a basement who discuss various
topics throughout the play, notably the phrase "light-the-kettle." The two receive orders from the titular
object, which is in the back of the room. It is implied that Ben's mission was to kill Gus, who is held at
gunpoint at the play's conclusion.

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof by Tennessee Williams
The play concerns couple Brick and Maggie Pollitt, who are staying with Brick's family and visiting the
patriarch of the family, "Big Daddy," who has cancer. Maggie expresses dissatisfaction with her marriage
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with Brick, who is depressed over the suicide of his homosexual love interest, Skipper. All the while, the
other members of Brick's family, Mae and Gooper, are merely interested in their share of Big Daddy's
money.

No Exit by Jean-Paul Sartre
The play begins with a Valet joining three characters (Garcin, Ines, and Estelle) in a room with no
openings aside from a single door, which is locked. The room is actually Hell and the three characters are
left to torment each other, drawing out their desires, sins, and pasts. Despite the door opening once near
the play's conclusion, none of the three characters leave out of fear and a desire for validation from each
other.

The Cherry Orchard by Anton Chekhov
The titular locale is property on the estate of Madame Ranevsky, who is deeply attached to the land.
However, a family friend named Lopahkin wishes very strongly to sell the estate and succeeds in doing so
by the end of the play. Another primary character is Peter Trofimov, the ideological center of the play and
the former tutor of Madame Ranevsky's deceased son.

The Alchemist by Ben Jonson
When Lovewit leaves his home, his servant Jeremy takes on the guise of "Face" and swindles people in
search of his fraudulent magical abilities. With the aid of Subtle and Dol Common, he attempts to swindle
such people as Dapper and Mammon. His efforts fail, however, when Lovewit returns home, though
Jeremy manages to get a pardon by rnarryinq Lovewit to a rich widow he met named Dame Pliant.

Volpone by Ben Jonson
A Venetian named Volpone feigns a fatal illness to fool three men named Voltore, Corvino, and Corbaccio,
all of whom wish to claim his fortune. He later fal/sin love with and attempts to rape Corvino's wife Celia,
which leads to him being brought to court, where he manages to successfully defend himself. The last act
of the play sees Volpone pull a final prank on the three men, as he leaves his fortune to his servant Mosca
after pretending to die; however, Volpone turns both himself and Mosca in to prevent the servant from
actually claiming his wealth.

Our Town by Thornton Wilder
The play follows the lives of the residents of the fictional town of Grover's Corners and is narrated by a
character known as the Stage Manager. The main actions of the play revolve around the blossoming love
of George Gibbs and Emily Webb, who marry in the second act. The principal characters are George and
Emily's family members and the final act depicts events after Emily's tragic death after several years.

Antigone by Sophocles
A Theban civil war leads to the death of Polyneices, brother of Antigone, who wishes to bury his body on
the battlefield. King Creon, despite the warnings of Tiresias, refuses to let Antigone bury the body and
seals her in a cave. Antigone hangs herself, which leads Creon's son and lover of Antigone, Haemon, to
kill himself as well, which is followed up by the suicide of Creon's wife Eurydice.

Hedda Gabler by Henrik Ibsen
The play concerns the story of Hedda Gabler, who is married to Jorgen Tesman. When her former love,
Lovborg, resurfaces in her life, she burns the manuscript containing his masterpiece and tells him to
commit suicide. When he does indeed commit suicide, Tesman discovers that it was done using a pistol
Hedda gave him, prompting her to shoot herself to avoid being blackmailed by her husband.
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