
The Course of the War
I. Technological Developments

A. Technological advancements often depend on the 
nations’ ability to produce

1. Germany tended to have the finest infantry weapons and 
excellent tanks

2. Allies (Americans) typically had an advantage in the air.
B. Weapons of detection and counterdetection

1. RADAR Navigation aids and anti-radar jamming devices
a) WINDOW-aluminum strips drooped from aircraft to 

disrupt radar 
2. Naval Technology

a) Mines and counter mining technology
b) Improved Sonar

C. Intelligence/Deception
1. Spies employed throughout the war to gather intelligence
2. Signals Intelligence

a) Cracking the German Enigma Machines
II. Strategy

A. Alliances
1. Little coordination between the Italians and Germans

a) Each pursued their own war aims without regard for their 
partner.

b) Joint actions limited to Hitler bailing out the Italians
c) From 1941 on, Axis strategy was largely German 

Strategy-Hitler’s strategy
2. Allies developed a better working relationship, especially US 

and Britain, but no open rifts with the Soviets.
a) Stalin desired the opening of a Western Front, the delay of 

which caused some friction.
B. US Involvement

1. Pre-Entry



a) Lend-Lease
(1) Instituted March 1941
(2) Intended to offer aid and materials for nations whose defense was ‘vital to 

US interests’
(3) By the end of the war, 38 nations received aid and materials totaling over 

$50 Billion
(4) Aid welcomed, but, Churchill still wanted the US as a combatant

b) Atlantic Charter
(1) Churchill and Roosevelt meet outside Newfoundland in July 1941.

(a) Churchill working to win Roosevelt’s commitment to the allied effort, despite winning 
his third term on an anti-European war platform.

(2) Atlantic Charter-August 14, 1941: Statement of general principles of 
democracy, free trade and international law, anti-Nazi tyranny.

(3) At this point, this was as far as Churchill could push
2. Pearl Harbor

a) Just as Germany was getting bogged down in their first 
Russian winter, Japan was planning a secret attack of the 
US at Pearl Harbor

b) Hitler supported his alliance with Japan by declaring war 
on the US.  Now this is truly a world war.

C. Allied War Plans in Europe
1. While Russia fought in the East, the US and Britain would 

begin major operations in North Africa
a) In the early months of the War, British in Egypt 

successfully fought against the Italians in North Africa.
b) Hitler would take over North Africa from the Italians, 

placing Irwin Rommel (Desert Fox) in charge of two 
divisions in Libya.

(1) Undermanned and outgunned, Rommel pushed the British back from Libya 
back over the Egyptian border in 1941.

c) Reinforcements strengthened  both sides in 1942 
(Americans now involved), resulting in Rommel’s push 
towards Egypt and Alexandria

(1) Battle of El Alamein stopped Rommel’s advance, and the Allies began to 
push the Axis back across Libya to Tunisia.

d) Final battle in North Africa at Tunis in May 1943.  
Americans now heavily involved.

(1) Vichy French initially opposed landings of Allied troops (Operation Torch) 



an interesting dilemma, but later ceased their opposition
(a) Vichy France was then overrun by Nazi Germany and Italy

e) Germany fighting on two fronts in North Africa
(1) Hitler strengthens his armies-unable to concede a lost situation
(2) German/Italian loss in North Africa results in the capture of 250,000 troops

2. Results of N. African Campaign
a) US soidly involved
b) French solidly in the Allied Camp
c) Back-to-back setbacks for Germany (Stalingrad/North 

Africa)
3. Next step for the Allies

a) Stalin desperately wanted a second front opened in Europe
(1) Churchill nervous of an invasion of France-dangerous, and if unsuccessful, 

would populations wouldn’t stomach another attempt.
(2) Italy was deemed as a safer option.
(3) Italy would help Stalin less, allowing Stalin and Hitler to destroy eachother.

b) July 9, 1943: Sicilian invasion.  A joint operation by US 
and Britain led by George Patton and Bernard Montgomery

c) The next month, with Sicily taken, the allies pushed across 
to the Italian mainland-first Axis territories gained.

d) Italy turns on Mussolini-July 24, a vote of no confidence 
from the Fascist Grand Council and Mussolini was arrested 
and Italy looked to get out of the war.

(1) Problem: Germans in Italy, and Allies had agreed at an earlier conference in 
Casablanca to only accept unconditional surrender from the Axis powers.

(2) September 8, 1943, Italy surrendered. October 13, Italy declared war on 
Germany.

(3) Now, the allies fought the Germans in Italy-a long arduous fight north.  
Rome would not be captured until January 1944.


